-opening of a general offensive. The invaders and their

" henchmen tried to encircle the districts occupied by
the guerillas and exterminate their man power. Large
forces were engaged in the fighting on both sides.

"Guerilla battalions and brigades stood up against
Italian and German divisions. In spite of the over-
whelming superiority in armaments and technique the

'guerillas staunchly held on to their positions and in-

Hicted telling blows on the enemy. In Montenegro,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, fighting lasted for several
weeks. The fight for the town of Foca lasted about
a month. The town changed hands several times.

"Hard pressed by superior forces, the guerillas retreated
to the mountains and remote districts where they
found support among the inhabitants and formed a
base in which to recuperate and reinforce their ranks.
They resumed their military operations, wearing down
the enemy forces and inflicting heavy defeats upon

them.

It must not be supposed, however, that the
guerillas retreated everywhere in Yugoslavia during
these months. In Slovenia, for example, they took:
the offensive and achieved important successes. The
offensive operations in Slovenia and certain other disr
"tricts prevented the invaders from concentrating their
forces in one spot for a decisive blow at the national-
liberation "movement.

Slovenia was entirely enveloped in the flames of a
popular armed struggle.   This struggle raged in the
province of Ljubljana and the city of Ljubljana, the
-capital of Slovenia, in the district of Trieste, in the
towns of Kocevje, Gorica and Divac, in the districts
-adjacent to Austria, and others.   The Italian forces
"quartered here were attacked in front by the guerilla
units and in the rear by the people who had risen in
armed revolt.   The armed struggle which the Slove-
nian people waged against the Germans and Italians
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